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23-25 Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?” The disciples couldn’t believe what they were hearing, but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine how difficult. I’d say it’s easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.” Mark 10:22-25

	A few months ago, I started taking needlepoint lessons.  I am not someone who sews or crafts, so this was a real stretch for me. But Heiti Manning encouraged me to go with her to Claire Murray rug store down the street on 6a in West Barnstable and take lessons. The cost is the price of a needlepoint kit and $12. $12 for as many lessons as you want. Our teacher Ms. Stephanie sits at a small round table in the middle of the rug shop and does her own work putting together needlepoint kits and lets us needlepoint next to her. If we have questions or need help, she’s there to help us out.
	Now I am not good at threading needles. So, Stephanie brought me a giant needle with a big eye and yet I was still bad at it! So Heiti put a needle threader on a piece of wool thread and now every time I must begin a new piece of yarn, It’s simple! I use the needle threader and swiftly pull the thick wool yarn through the eye of the needle and begin stitching.
	Today’s lesson from Mark is the opposite of simple!  It’s an age-old question that many of us have asked, how is that we can get into heaven. And the answer is remarkably difficult for the young man in the story and it’s a challenge for most of us as well. 
	In today’s story from Mark, a man comes running up to Jesus with great reverence and kneels at his feet asking him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?” (Mark 10:17) The man is eager to serve Jesus and has worked hard throughout his life to follow the commandments. And yet, Jesus doesn’t accept that law-abiding life as enough. Instead, he responds, “There’s one thing left: Go sell whatever you own and give it to the poor. All your wealth will then be heavenly wealth. And come follow me.”
	This ask was too much for the man. His eyes clouded over with tears and fear. He longed to follow Jesus but the things in his life had a tight hold on him and he walked away. Rev. William Willimon notes that this is the only call story in the gospels where someone walks away from Jesus after being called to follow him.  He was a person like us, with relative comfort financially and he walked away.
	We can sympathize with this man. This call story famously is what drew St. Francis to become a monk and give away all that he had to the poor and live in poverty in service to Christ. I love St. Francis, but I don’t want to live a life of poverty and become a nun. In fact, I have a lot of sympathy for this man because I am not ready to give away the safety of my home to follow Christ. I want to follow him, but I don’t want to give everything away.
	As the man walks away, Jesus turns to his disciples and lays out the challenge. He says, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom? You can’t imagine how difficult. I’d say it’s easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.” (Mark 10:24-25)
	Today, I thought we could think about this question of sharing our resources not only personally, which of course I believe we are each called to do as followers of Christ, but also at a macro level. 
	What would it mean if billionaires in the United States had to share more of their resources for the common good? There are currently 801 billionaires in the United States with a combined total wealth of $6.22 trillion dollars. Their wealth is worth more than half the nation’s wealth. What would it mean for justice for all if billionaires had to pay a larger percentage of taxes to help care for the needs of most Americans?  I think that Jesus would long for billionaires to share some of their wealth with those in need. What would it be like if there was a little more justice in our tax system? 
	I wonder what Jesus would think about wealthy nations and how we can share our resources with the world. What can we as nation states do to help protect the planet for all who inhabit it, especially the poor? The story from Mark speaks of an individual but we know that individuals in a parable can also represent larger concepts like a people or a nation/region like the people of Samaria, Rome, or Tarsus. What would Jesus say if he walked among us today and witnessed the disparity between rich and poor in our nation and across the globe? 
	This week we witnessed another destructive hurricane hit landfall, this time in Florida causing massive damage and loss of life. This hurricane came two weeks after the last one. What would Jesus say is the role of the nation to help restore safety, power, and life in these hard-hit communities? I believe we are called to show up at a federal and local level. We are called to help our neighbors here and far from home. We are called to love one another. Our denomination, the United Church of Christ, has several programs such as One Great Hour of Sharing and Global Hope that helps areas hit by disasters targeting long term recovery solutions. The federal and state governments, the Red Cross and many other organizations are on the ground immediately, but our denomination is known for its long-term commitment to helping communities recover months and years after a disaster strikes.  I think that is something that God loves. God loves it when we show up for one another whether it is on the individual level or the macro level. We belong to one another. 
	This message of showing up and serving one another strikes truth when disaster happens and every day as we show up for friends, neighbors and church members who are going through personal challenges. We are called to share. To love. To be present. And when it’s our turn to ask for help, let us have the courage to ask and accept help as well. I asked Steve Gregory to sing Jack Johnson’s sweet simple song “The Sharing Song” today to help us think about following Christ. In the lyrics we sing, 
“It's always more fun
To share with everyone
It's always more fun
To share with everyone
If you have two, give one to your friend
If you have three, give one to your friend and me
It's always more fun
To share with everyone” 
	Whether we follow the simplicity of Curious George and the “Sharing Song” or join in listening to the prayer that Father Thomas Merton wrote, let’s remember that we need God, we need Jesus. We may be like the rich man and run and kneel asking what to do and then run away, and yet, Jesus still loved him. And Jesus continues to call us to do our best to love one another right now. 
	Listen to this prayer by Thomas Merton, 
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I think I am following your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.[footnoteRef:1] Amen. [1:  https://journeywithjesus.net/essays/3176-what-must-i-do
] 


That’s it, we can ask God to guide our feet. We may not always get it right. But let’s try to get it right more often than we get it wrong. Let’s try to share rather than hoard. Love rather than hate. Believing in one another and working for a just world for all. 
Amen.
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