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	The Book of Esther found in the Hebrew Scriptures is unique in the elements it includes and that which is missing.  Here is what is not mentioned: God, prayer or worship. There is a lot of killing in this book. The book of Esther opens a window on this world of violence directed against God and God’s people. 
	Here is a general overview of the story of Esther. There are three main characters. First, there is Mordechai who is identified as “the Jew.” He is a solid, faithful and godly man. His goodness is matched by the evil and vanity of Haman who plans to massacre all the Jews in Persia. And then there is a beautiful young woman named Esther who emerges from the shadows of the royal harem and becomes queen. Esther is the one who will help save all the Jews. 
	With all this seriousness, you may think the book of Esther would be a sad story.  In fact, the tale is told in a way that is humorous, almost ridiculous, as Esther uses her power in her role as the favorite and now Queen to King Xerxes to turn the tables on Haman who seeks to kill all the Jews living in Persia. 
	Today, Jewish people may observe Purim, a joyful holiday in the spring that remembers this story of the power of Esther, a secret Jew, who saved her people using trickery and humor. Each year the entire book of Esther is read aloud, and folks dress up in costume following the theme of disguise where things aren’t what first assumed. Haman is the evil man who wants to kill all the Jews so every time his name comes up in the reading of the story noisemakers are sounded. A festive meal is eaten, special triangle shaped cookies are served, and gifts are given to the poor.
	How did Esther know that she was called to rise to help protect all the Jewish people in her community when she became Queen to King Xerxes? I believe we can find the answer in Mordechai’s important question he asks Esther in the fourth chapter. Esther has been summoned to go and live with Xerxes and become the next Queen and Mordechai challenges her saying, “Don’t think that just because you live in the king’s house, you’re the one Jew who will get out of this alive. IF you persist in staying silent at a time like this, help and deliverance will arrive for the Jews from someplace else: but you and your family will be wiped out. Who knows? Maybe you were made queen for just such a time as this.” (Esther 4:12-14)
	This is the expression we need to think about today “for just such a time as this.” 
	Here is something we can think about as we look back over our past and think about the challenges God is offering to us today and into the future.  When we witness injustice or harm on a small scale, will we summon up the courage of Esther and say no? Will we be willing to have the courage to follow God’s call?
	In bold ways that remind us of the power of speaking up against evil, the powerful story of German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemoeller stands out as someone who realized once he heard what Hitler’s views were on Jewish people, that he needed to be part of a resistance movement of Protestant churches called the Confessional Church. Niemoller spoke out against Nazism and Hitler and was arrested and sent to Dachau concentration camp where he was imprisoned until he was released by the Allies in 1945. Niemoller left us with this famous quote about why he spoke up for just such a time of this saying, 
“In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://enroll.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-teachers/lesson-plans/pdfs/when-they-came-for-me.pdf
] 

Niemoller spent the rest of his life working to acknowledge Germany’s collective guilt for the Holocaust and preached reconciliation.
We may not have the courage of Niemoller, but we can in small ways speak up for others as well as ourselves. As Mordechai asked Esther, “maybe you were made for just such a time as this.” 
I witness this willingness to work on behalf of others in the ways you work for organizations like We Can: Empowering Our Women on Cape Cod whose mission it is to “empower and support Cape Cod Women to pathways of sufficiency and stability.” With a small staff of professionals and over 300 volunteers, WE CAN serves over 2,000 women on Cape Cod a year with free and confidential legal services, employment and business support financial empowerment, mentoring and personal development.  For some of us, it is an opportunity to serve and for others, it is an important place to seek and receive needed help to move forward to a future with hope.
I see the ways some of you work and study to create and build racial equity in our health care systems.  For all those who are working to create a just health care system that serves us all, we give thanks.
I witness it in the ways you care for your beloved family members as they age in place. God is calling you for just such a time as this and may we each find strength and support from the community to not have to do it all alone. We are meant to work together. 
For those of us who do not know how or where God is calling us right now, perhaps it is ok to realize we do not always get a burning bush or a loud shout from God in the middle of the night. We can be like Esther and see how God can be in present in what Jewish scholar Jon Levenson calls, “a coincidence is a miracle in which God prefers to remain anonymous.”3
	What shall we do when God’s presence in our life is so subtle we can barely find God? Frederik Buechner wrote about how to discern God’s presence in the subtleties of life. “The question is not whether the things that happen to you are chance things or God’s things because, of course, they are both at once. There is no chance thing through which God cannot speak … He speaks, I believe, and the words he speaks are incarnate in the flesh and blood of ourselves and of our own footsore and sacred journeys … ‘Be not afraid, for lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.’ He says he is with us on our journeys. He says he has been with us since each of our journeys began. Listen for him. Listen to the sweet and bitter airs of your present and your past for the sound of him.”4[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-26-2/commentary-on-esther-71-6-9-10-920-22-4
] 

	May you and I discover the courage of Esther as we face the challenges of these days. Perhaps it will be a phone call asking us to take on a task or role we have never done before, and with that call and our yes, we can rise with courage knowing that God needs us to be strong and courageous. We may be the ones we have been waiting for. 
	If not now, tell me when? When will we say yes to some of the challenges of being alive? When will we say yes, I will speak up when I see or hear things that are unjust, unfair or cruel? We can do this hard thing. For God is indeed calling each of us for just such a time as this. 
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