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	Today’s theme is “for such a time as this.”  In the scripture reading from the Book of Esther we listened to today; we learn of the story of how Queen Esther saved her people.  The Book of Esther comes from the Hebrew Scriptures, and it tells the story of how one woman saves her people from genocide with her guardian Mordecai inaugurates the Jewish festival of Purim.
	The story tells of how a Jewish girl named Esther comes to replace the old queen Vashti and how she uses her cleverness to foil a plot when Haman threatens to harm the entire Jewish community. 
	Mordechai arrives at the gates of the king, and he is dressed in sackcloth a traditional sign of repentance and mourning.  He cannot enter the gates as is pauper and a Jew. Mordechai gets his message to the Queen, Esther who is a Jew, through Hathach, who is a eunuch and lets her know of the terrible fate awaiting her people and his.  For Queen Esther’s husband King Haman is the villain threatening all Jewish folks with plans to pay to kill all the Jews. 
	There is only one solution to protect the Jews. That solution comes from the Queen herself. She is the only one who can go to the King, Haman, and convince him not to harm the Jews. And in that conversation, Mordechai her advisor suggests this very important piece of advice, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than the other Jews. For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14)
For such a time as this.  Many of us have experienced challenges in our life like Esther where we needed to stand up to oppression, harm or abuse.
I invite you to think back on your childhood. Did you ever have an opportunity to stand up to a bully or sit with a friend who was feeling left out?  While it might have been easier to sit silent or say nothing, letting a teacher know, gathering other friends to protect your friend is important. Or maybe you were the one who needed a protector from the bully.
And it takes courage to stand up to those who bully or threaten others. 
Where is God calling you and me to stand up and protect those who are being harmed and bullied today?  
In the time of Esther, it was threat of the eradication of the Jewish people.
Today, in conflicts across the globe, we worry about the eradication and damage to folks in Palestine and Ukraine and in all other parts of the globe where violence is an ever-present reality. We do not wish harm on anyone, and we pray for peace and the safety for all in harm’s way.
Jan Richardson’s poem “A Blessing for When the World is Ending” begins with, 
Look, the world
is always ending
somewhere
That’s the thing, the world has always been ending. There has always been sorrow and sadness, abuse and lack of care.
But God tells a different story. God tells a story where God steps in through the hands and feet and words of ordinary people like you and me and needs us to heal and to help.
I am thinking about the brother of one of our recent church attendees who is a neurosurgeon working to help heal a 16-year-old who was shot in Minneapolis a few weeks ago while she was worshipping at mass to start off the new school year.  We pray for this teenager and all who love her. We pray for everyone who works in the hospital and are deeply saddened by this unprovoked gun violence, and we wonder what we can do.
And then on Wednesday, we learned of the political killing of Charlie Kirk. We, as people of faith, as Christians, must call for an end to all political killings. It is horribly wrong on the left and the right. As my colleague, the Rev. Angie Menke Ballou wrote earlier this week, 
“Political violence and gun violence are wrong.
We don’t have to live like this. 
We don’t have to die like this. 
Praying for our nation that we can find a better way of seeing one another and caring for one another.”

It would be easier to go numb and to despair. I implore all of you, me included, to not live that way. We are called to live out the love of Christ. We are called to love differently. To become what the world so desperately needs.
We are called for such a time as this.
The good news, even during the hard times, we are living in, is that God keeps breaking through with love. 
God breaks through in the ways we love one another.
I witness how this gathered church holds one another up when one of us grieves the loss of a loved one.
I witness this church pulling together when one of us must go through difficult medical challenges and diagnosis. Showing up and loaning crutches, making meals and being company for the hard times. 
We are called for such a time as this.
Jan Richardson gives us a blessing for the times when we are in despair.
She writes, 
here
because there is nothing
a blessing
is better suited for
than an ending,
nothing that cries out more
for a blessing
than when a world
is falling apart.
This blessing
will not fix you,
will not mend you,
will not give you
false comfort;
it will not talk to you
about one door opening
when another one closes.
It will simply
sit itself beside you
among the shards
and gently turn your face
toward the direction
from which the light
will come,
gathering itself
about you
as the world begins
again.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://paintedprayerbook.com/2016/07/18/blessing-when-the-world-is-ending/
] 


Here at church, we are reminded again to be a blessing and to receive blessings. While the world may be falling apart, there is always a call to each of us to bind up the wounds, to love those who mourn, to stand beside those who are oppressed and to love one another.
We will not give in to the despair.
We will work together to love and be the people who are called for such a time as this. And if you or I are afraid to do it alone, let’s go together. For in going together we can go far. 
And the world will begin again.  Let us greet the new week with hope, no matter what.
For God will abide with us and we have the love of Christ to go before us and the love of family, friends and this church to walk beside us through the days that lie ahead.
Amen.
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