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Jesus said, “Today is salvation day in this home! Here he is Zacchaeus, son of Abraham! For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.” Luke 19:9-10
		The story of Zacchaeus and Jesus is a longtime favorite for kids in Vacation Bible School and preachers, but I want to invite us into the text with a longing to look higher and discover more about who this man Zaccheus was and how he was transformed by his relationship with love as he listened to Jesus. Many of us grew up singing the song about Zacchaeus as a wee little man who grew up to climb to the top of a sycamore tree.  
		Let’s investigate the story about Zacchaeus and what it must teach us today.
	Zacchaeus is a rich man and was the head tax man in Jericho. He had power, connections and money. But he didn’t have a good view of Jesus, and he longed to hear what this great teacher was teaching and preaching. So, he did what many of us have done in the past, he climbed to a higher vantage point.
		My daughter Julia was always climbing trees as a kid. Whenever she had free time at the house and I couldn’t find her in the house, she would be in the front trees making worlds of her own. Various branches became rooms and important spaces. Sometimes people asked me if I worried about Julia climbing all these trees and I never did. She was like a cat who always knew the best way to get out of a high place. 
		Imagine yourself as a child and think about the vantage space getting high up offers. Now, let’s figure out what Zacchaeus was trying to do.
	Let’s begin with this, “There was a man there, his name Zaccheaus, the head tax man and quite rich. He wanted desperately to see Jesus, but the crowd was in his way. So, he ran on ahead and climbed up in a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus when he came by.” Luke 19:2-4. He was desperate to see Jesus. What message did he think Jesus would share? Have we ever longed with such intensity to hear Jesus’ message? 
		Some of the aspects I love about this part of the story is the specificity of his height. He was short. I am also short, so I can relate to not being able to see what is happening in a crowd. I can find myself cheering him on as he seeks a higher spot to see what Jesus is up to.
	The second element that I am interested in is why is he in a sycamore tree? Amy Frykholm suggests we need to pay attention to the sycamore because it was one of the most ancient and revered trees in in the Middle East. The sycamore in this story bears fruit that ripens several times a year and stands with widespread branches to protect travelers and offer shade in the desert. 
		From up in this sycamore tree, he can see that the people below were starving. The Roman Empire endeavored to squeeze as much as it could out of the land in Jericho to send back to Rome. 
		While Zaccheaus isn’t literally hungry, he sees from the vantage point of the sycamore tree how hungry he is to hear the liberating message of Jesus. He has a deep spiritual hunger for Jesus who has a message of food for the hungry, release for the captives and hope of the hopeless.  
		And then Jesus goes below the sycamore tree and calls up to Zaccheaus. “He looked up and said, “Zaccheaus, hurry down. Today is my day to be a guest in your home.” Jesus does not condemn him. He invites him to change his ways. He invites him out of his intentional setting himself apart from the suffering of others and causing it on the poor and invites him to begin sharing by starting first with sharing his table with Jesus. Jesus wants him to hurry up and get down. To hurry up and start changing. This is an invitation to us as well. Where can we come down from our isolation and start connecting with those who are suffering? 
	As we think about this interaction between Jesus and Zaccheaus as he is called down from the sycamore tree, I want to share this piece C.S. Lewis wrote in his collection of essays called The Weight of Glory. Jesus is inviting all of us to see all those who are around us as extraordinary and immortal. 
	Lewis writes, 
		“It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations. It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal."[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/2421-when-salvation-comes
] 

		So, if C.S. Lewis is right, none of us are mere mortals. The divine exists in all of us, and we must work to see the face of God in everyone we meet. When we see someone who is hungry, there goes God. If we can help, we should. We cannot do everything, but we can do something.
		As Zaccheaus climbs out of the tree and welcomes Jesus into his home, he is given an opportunity to change. He can change his behavior from harm to help. He can cease cheating, and he can be saved by Jesus. This is the good news. He is not stuck. And neither are we.
		Jesus proclaims, “Today is salvation day in this home! Here he is Zaccheaus, son of Abraham!  For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.” (Luke 19:9-10) He is no longer estranged. He is accepted.
	How shall we respond to today’s lesson?
	For instance, 
		We too live in a time of increasing separation of those who have enough and those who are hungry. With the stopping of SNAP or (Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program) that feeds one in eight Americans, we know that Jesus longs to see how we can respond. Will we come down from our trees of isolation and find out ways we can help? There are lots of fantastic organizations that are feeding people on Cape Cod and gift certificates to local grocery stores allow hungry people to pick out the food they need and want. I encourage all of us to find ways that we can respond with generosity and hope. 
		Let us be transformed like Zaccheaus who saw Jesus, listened, followed him and began his life again endeavoring to be more like him. Will we be perfect? Of course not, but I believe in the power of community. Together we can do something. Together we can show kindness, love and compassion. Together we can feed hungry folks and care for those recovering from weather. Let us be part of the answer.  Let us work together to make the world a more just place.
We cannot do everything. But we can do something.  Are you ready? Let’s begin. Amen.
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