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“They’ll turn their swords into shovels,
    their spears into ploughshares.
No more will nation fight nation;
    they won’t play war anymore.” Isaiah 2: 4
	This week’s Advent theme is peace, and we will explore how the prophet Isaiah teaches us about the possibilities of peace and where we can be builders of peace in our own communities. This week we lit two Advent candles: one for hope and one for peace. 
	Let me begin with a story from one of my colleague’s churches in Boulder, Colorado. In March 2021, there was a gun massacre at a local grocery store close to my colleague’s church. This was the grocery store they would buy coffee hour treats from and flowers for the altar. Everything scary about this attack hit close to home. The congregation decided to move from trauma into action. By June, they advertised across town that the Community UCC church in Boulder was having a gun donation program. This movement called itself “Guns to Gardens” as it took weapons off the streets and turned them into gardening tools. The organization is called Raw Tools and blacksmiths forge peace out of weapons. According to Rev. LaMarche, “They literally take metal from guns, often given over after a violent incident, and they transform them into something that gives life instead of taking it. For survivors of gun violence, this work is not just about saving lives, it has become something like a public ritual for processing grief -- changing the pain into a tool that will grow food and sow peace.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.ucc.org/boulder-church-collects-guns-turns-them-into-gardening-tools/
] 


	On the day of the gun donation in June 2021, trained volunteers collected and disabled donated weapons. Gun owners drove onto the church campus, and the firearms were removed from their cars. The weapons were disabled on site and immediately taken to six chop-saw stations that Raw Tools, the organization that turns guns into gardening tools set up, and were dismantled with the parts that can be used to create gardening tools. Every gun donor was given a thank you gift card ranging from $100 to $300 depending on the size of the weapon. All of this happened under a team of 50 volunteers trained by professionals. 
	LaMarche said it’s important to see the role churches can take in helping to heal communities. “Our places and spaces as people of faith and kindness are game changers. People are looking to make meaning out of tragedy and to transform all this trauma. In a time of great uncertainty, this is something we can offer: rituals, space for gathering, leaders to convene people across differences, love, compassion, people engaged with making the world more just and loving. We are made for such a time as this.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.
] 

“We have already shifted the culture of what the church can do.” 
	Moving back and forth in time, let’s look back into the time of our scripture readings for today from the prophet Isaiah. I will be including a few additional from Isaiah as we learn about how that prophet can teach us things about what it means to build peace now in our contemporary setting.  The prophet Isaiah wrote in Jerusalem 600 years before the birth of Christ. Here he is speaking of a future with peace.  A time where “They’ll turn their swords into shovels, their spears into ploughshares. No more will nation fight nation; they won’t play war anymore.” Isaiah 2: 4. This text begins on God’s holy mountain where all nations are welcomed and together, they convert weapons of personal and mass destruction into tools that feed the world. We are invited to dream dreams of a time of peace.
	Now let us move to Isaiah chapter 9. The prophet begins with “The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them a light has shined.” And after a time, “a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rested on his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually and there shall be endless peace.” (Isaiah 9:6-9). Here is a foretelling of Jesus 600 years before his birth and he will come not to be a warrior or battle on the side of the oppressors; he will come as a Prince of Peace. 
	When he arrived into this world, a tiny infant born to parents without a home, in a manger and carried to the site of his birth on a donkey by his mother Mary, this was no triumphal entrance into the world. And yet, in the tiniest cries of a baby born alive and healthy, peace began to exhale. In that Bethlehem cattle stall where Jesus was born, there was no war. In the cattle stall, there is no need to brandish weapons. All is still, at least we hope and pray, for a night. God came into the world to redeem hearts, not to rule over nations. And we, we are called to see where Christ is looking to be born anew in our world. 
	This Christmas, as we strive to see peace even in a world that is not filled with peace, let us take some hope from this beautiful story of peace, if only for a night on Christmas Eve in 1914 during World War I in the trenches between Germany and England in the No Man’s Land near Neuve Chapelle. Over 100,000 British and German troops were involved in the informal peace truce. The German troops put candles on trees, and the British troops sang carols. And for one night, not a shot was fired. There were even some reports of football matches between the two armies.  The Christmas truce only lasted two days, but it happened. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_truce
] 

	I find so much hope that even during World War I, a Christmas truce, a momentary peace was called. 
	Today, we are praying and hoping for the ceasefires to hold in Israel and Palestine. We pray for peace in Ukraine and in all areas of conflict. We pray for peace to keep breaking out even in a world that is more likely to have war than peace. We follow a tiny baby born into poverty. Who came not to conquer the world but to save us. Jesus, even on the way to the Cross, rode a simple donkey and died a painful death on a cross between two thieves. He chose peace, until the end. And continues to be a Prince of Peace today.
I will leave you today with the words of one of my favorite authors of all time, Madeline L’Engle wrote this poem about Jesus, our Emmanuel, returning to us this Advent season.  Her words capture the hope, the peace, and the possibility that are coming no matter what.  Disease, illness, war, poverty, despair, nothing will prevent Christ from breaking into the world again this year to love every one of us and to provide us comfort, peace, love, hope, and even, joy. 

First Coming
Madeleine L’Engle
He did not wait till the world was ready,
till men and nations were at peace.
He came when the Heavens were unsteady,
and prisoners cried out for release.
He did not wait for the perfect time.
He came when the need was deep and great.
He dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine.
He did not wait till hearts were pure.
In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, of anguished shame
he came, and his Light would not go out.
He came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice![footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://theadventusproject.wordpress.com/resources/poetry/madeleine-lengle-first-coming/] 


	What will we do to respond? How shall we be followers of a Way of Peace? Can we work to turn weapons into garden tools? Can we use our words to be ones of love rather than harm? Let us endeavor together. Amen. 
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