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	We’ve all had what might be called “hinge events” in our lives. Moments when everything changed for us, where to quote Robert Frost, “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood”, we took or were forced to take the other road, and looking back we could say, “and that has made all the difference.”

	It may have been a vocational fork in the road. The moment when the lawyer realized that much as he enjoyed his career in the law, he was called to the ordained ministry; the instance the pre-med major realized that what she really should be doing was pursuing a career in political science; that time when the stay-at-home mom woke up and knew that what she should be doing was working in social services; that hoped for day when you were finally able to retire, but then realized that you still had things you wanted to do to make a contribution.

	It may have been a social fork in the road. The moment when you realized that fellow you just met at a party was going to be more than a casual acquaintance, more than a friend, but a life-long partner. That instant when you and your spouse decided that you would become parents together. That time when you realized that to preserve your health and your future you needed to make a break from that crowd which helped keep you trapped in addiction.

	It may have been an accident out of the blue, or an illness, a jolt so severe that you knew life would never be the same again, that while the future was but an uncertain fog, you knew there was no going back to that previous existence.

	That hinge moment can be personal, but it can also be communal. The evening that network television broadcast to the nation the savagery of the police brutality unleashed on the peaceful freedom marchers in Selma, and so turned the tide in the Civil Rights Movement. Or closer to home, that Sunday morning right here a couple decades ago, when two women, first-time visitors, stood up in our time of announcements to say that they had come here because they had seen a television advertisement saying that the United Church of Christ was open to and affirming of all person, regardless of their sexual identity, and so they looked up UCC churches on the internet and came here – not realizing, as the rest of us sheepishly did, that we as a congregation had yet to consider the question and come to that same inclusive vision. That moment causes us to launch our own Open and Affirming exploration, which led to us adopting the Statement of Welcome found in your bulletin.

	In our hinge moments, both personal and corporate, we find our feet lead us down a different path, and that, to quote Robert Frost, has made all the difference.

	John the Baptizer called the people of his day to such a hinge moment. His message was as short and simple as it is so often misunderstood: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

	The New Testament was originally written in Greek. The Greek word translated as “repent” is metanoia. 

It is a huge word, an important word – a former member of this congregation, the late Rev. John Everton, once told me that he had spent an entire year at Oxford University devoted to the study of this one word, metanoia. Which may seem a bit excessive, until we realize that this was not only John’s message, it was Jesus’ message as well: “Repent, for the kingdom of God has come near.” 

	We, without the benefit of an Oxford education, often get this repent word wrong. 

We think of it as feeling sorry for doing bad things, or having regrets. It gets all tangled up with guilt, and who wants to feel guilty, with all its connotations of having done something wrong?  

	Even the sense of the word which I have preferred, repentance as a turning, a turning away from past behaviors towards a new path, a turning from the bad to the good, a turning from the ways of evil to the ways of good, has as its heart that troubling judgment aspect. 

	And yet, the scholars tell us that at heart metanoia means “to go beyond the mind” or “to go into the larger mind.”

	Do you see how exciting this new perspective on an old and perhaps uncomfortable Christian word this is? Rather than, “Hey you, change those bad ways, set your feet on a new path!,” or, to put it more bluntly, as some do, “Turn or burn!”, we now hear, “Look at this, look at this! God is inviting you into a new way of seeing! Come into the larger mind, and see how God sees!” 
It is more than your feet being led down a different path – it is your mind being opened to new and amazing ways of seeing things.

	You know you want to do this. Think about it.

The scientists and engineers, aware that rigid thinking, that doing “the same old same old” is the road to nowhere, urge us to “think outside the box.”

 	Taco Bell, wanting consumers to experience taste sensations beyond the burger fare offered by its fast-food competitors, urges us in advertisements to “Think outside of the bun.” 

Our schools, aware that to meet the needs of a changing world our children and youth need to think in new and different ways, purpose to teach their students to think critically, to have open minds. 

And yes, part of the Sixties’ drug culture appeal was the claim that these chemicals would help us “expand” our minds. 

The point is, when John the Baptizer invites us to go into the larger mind, this is something experience shows most of us deeply yearn to do.

	And through his own baptism, illustrated by its paradoxical nature, Jesus gives us a clue as to what seeing with the mind of God is all about. He doesn’t just tell us, he shows us. 

Here the all-powerful Jesus, God’s Chosen One, the Messiah, submits to those to whom he brings the gospel message. John recognizes the absurdity of the moment – who is he, a desert preacher, one not fit, in his words, to tie the shoelaces of Jesus, to baptize him? 

And yet right here, before he even begins his ministry, Jesus is showing by his actions what he will later tell them in words: 

that he came to save the world not by lording over it, but through the path of service; 

not by being different and apart, but by taking on the fullness of our humanity, and by standing in solidarity with us, all the way from the cleansing, refreshing waters of the Jordan to the blood-stained and tear-soaked timbers of a cross at Golgotha.

	Jesus appropriates the universal symbol of water to model this invitation to move from unconsciousness – the way we usually go about in the world, doing the same-old-same-old, doing things the way we have always done them exercising “the conventional wisdom” – to move from unconsciousness to consciousness; to true consciousness, an awareness that we are each deeply beloved by God, that we are each of unique and immense worth to a good and gracious God, that the pathway to full and abundant life is not through power-over others, but through service, not by frenzied acquisition, but by letting go and trusting in our generous and steadfast Creator.

	And symbolizing this new way of thinking, of expanded consciousness, this larger mind, is the opening of the heavens and the descending of God’s Spirit like a dove.  The very sky itself is broken open, and while we might expect Jesus to be struck by lightning or something else similarly glamorous and powerful, instead the image is of God Spirit descending as gently and lightly as a dove.

Friends, we have been baptized into the body of Christ, and Jesus’ baptism is our baptism. We each, and all of us together, are God’s children, with whom God is well pleased.  

To each one of us, to all of us together, has been extended the gracious invitation to go beyond the mind, to go into the larger mind. 

We are invited and yes, even empowered by that same Spirit that came to rest on Jesus, to see with the mind of God, to see things not as they are, but as God intends them. 

And yes, we can wonder what this would look like, question how it is that we, mere mortals, might see with the mind of God, but if we think hard on it, we can say that we know it when we see it. 

When a Virginian puts pen to paper and writes, “we know these truths to be self-evident, that all men are equated equal”; 

when a lanky frontiersman intones that “A house divided against itself cannot long stand”; 
when bold and brash suffragettes remind us that all people, men and women alike, are created equal and therefore entitled to the same rights and privileges; 

when a retired army general and president cautions against a military-industrial complex; 

when Rachel Carson documents wanton despoliation of the environment and warns us against a Silent Spring; 

when a husband, father and preacher gives his life for the day when all people will be judged by the content of their character and not by the color of their skin; 

when a black man in apartheid-ruled South Africa come out of decades in prison to lead a nation not to revenge but to reconciliation; 

when a bloke from Liverpool asks us to imagine when the world will live as one; 

when a congregation, formed by a pledge to walk in all God’s ways, known and unknown, to the best of their abilities, unites to tell the world that in this house of God all people are welcome, regardless of the labels the world invents to divide the one people of God.

Beloved, through your baptism, you have been invited and empowered to blow open your mind. 

Take that road, and looking back some day, you will be able to say, with joy and thanksgiving, 

that has made all the difference. Amen.
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