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18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” Matthew 4:18-19

	This week I went walking in the icy woods and listened to the sounds of the forest popping under the ice and extreme temperatures.  The woods kept calling to me to speak out and preach about what is going on in our country. It might be easier, simpler, quieter to stay silent, but Jesus is calling us to follow him. To love and protect the most vulnerable, to stand on the side of justice.
	The current times we are living in are unprecedented. Things are more dangerous than they have been in a very long time. When asked what should we do as practicing Christians, believers in a God of love, kindness, justice and acceptance, I believe we need to speak up and support those who are in serious danger of violence in the streets by ICE.  
	Our scripture reading for today is at the Sea of Galilee. Jesus uses very specific language to speak to Simon Peter and his brother Andrew who were fishermen. He used the language of their trade. These men knew the ways of the water. They respected and listened to the water, knowing how important it is to pay attention to the waves and wind.  They knew about to use their nets and the best ways to bring in fish to feed their families.  Next Jesus calls to James and his brother John. They both immediately left their boats and father and followed Jesus. 
	Here is what God does, God calls to us in our specific contexts to come and follow him. Jesus needs us to be ones who follow him, not ones who seek to harm or separate those who need to be with their families or loved ones. Jesus was born to a family escaping persecution and was a refugee in Egypt. He knew of occupation and attempts on his life as an infant and an adult. Jesus knew what it meant to say no to governments that harm the people it should protect.
	When Jesus invites us to fish for people, he is not inviting us to harm anyone. Instead, we are called to fish and help people who are in harms’ way. We are called to love and protect the least of those among us. We are called to speak up and out against injustice.  Jesus spoke up. Jesus showed up. Jesus lead these men from their stay at home and mend the nets way of life into a new way of life where protecting and caring for all the people, especially those who suffer the most matters then as it does today. 
	What was going on in these fisherman’s life that they were ready to hear Jesus’ invitation to drop everything and follow him? What struggles were they going through? How bad was it really in their village?
	Jesus is inviting them, and us, to let go of that which holds us back, fear, anger, exploitation, corruption, poverty, war, exile, homelessness, violence, disease, climate change, racism, sexism, homophobia… and follow him.
	Today, in the United States, we are in the middle of a time where some ICE agents are going into our communities and terrorizing individuals.  People and families seeking new lives here in the United States, people who have been here for years and there is so much danger in our streets, schools, hospitals and communities. This is not the world Jesus longs for. This is not the world we should accept as followers of Christ.
	We are called to drop our nets, abandon our small boats and follow him. Follow Jesus and step up and speak out against fear and oppression against our neighbors.  In Christ there is no other, we are all beloved. The rise of Christian nationalism and it’s use against immigrant families makes many of us who read the Bible with a lens of love worried about how it’s being used to harm the most vulnerable among us. 
	When we are afraid, wondering what and how we should respond to this time of fear and terror, we are invited to remember how Jesus told us not to be afraid. And the angels said to fear not. We are called to each in our own particular ways, with our own particular gifts, to stand up and protect those among us who are threatened by ICE.  
	Some of us can write postcards. We have three clergy colleagues from First Church in Sandwich and Cotuit Federated Church who traveled to Minneapolis this week for a clergy day of action to stand in solidarity with those who are being targeted in the Twin Cities of MN. We surround them with our love, support and prayers. And we pray for the safety of the ordinary children and adults who are undocumented who want the same things as you and I. To have a future with hope, to live with safety in their homes, to get an education and have some opportunities to make their lives better than what it was where they came from.
	We had a family who worshipped with us at West Parish a few years ago who are from Peru and arrived on Cape Cod when DeSantis flew 50 folks to Martha’s Vineyard. Because I speak Spanish, I volunteered on the base and got to know all of the women and children who were part of that group. One particular family became our “adopted” family for that time period. We remain in contact even as they have moved on to a new state. Things are terribly difficult for them right now. The little girl cries all the time and is afraid to go to school. It is very dangerous for her mother to move about in the streets and there is no clear path on how to go home, even if they wanted to because they do not have passports. 
	I do not believe that terror is what we are meant to be doing in this country of ours. I believe that God is calling us to love. If you are struggling with how and what you can do to respond to the perilous times we are living in, I invite you to join with me this coming Thursday evening, January 29th at 6:30 p.m. at Cotuit Federated Church with a talk called,
“Loving Our Neighbor in Perilous Times: How to Stand Up for Democracy and Religious Freedom”
            What can we do to prepare ourselves for increasing federal presence in our local communities? And how can we better welcome and love our vulnerable neighbors whose lives, safety, families and freedoms are under daily threat? 
            On February 11, 2025, the Massachusetts Council of Churches (MCC) joined over two dozen Christian and Jewish institutions and the Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection in opposition to the federal government’s rescission of Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s sensitive locations policy, which violates the First Amendment and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, protecting our places of worship. 
            MCC Executive Director Rev. Laura Everett has been engaged in frontline efforts to strengthen our democracy and protect our immigrant neighbors and will offer a short briefing on this lawsuit. She will also share specific ideas for how local communities of faith and conscience can strengthen our public witness and welcome. 
	While we might not know exactly what to do to support our immigrant neighbors, we can do more together than we can alone. We can draw together to support one another. Let us not let fear have the last word. IF we feel afraid, remember how afraid our immigrant neighbors feel. 
	Let us hear Jesus’ calling us at the lakeshore as well. He calls to us reminding us that today we are his hands, his feet. We cannot make the love of Christ come alive without living out that love. How do we respond to Jesus’ call?  We offer our love. Our lives. And we will show up. We will show up at rallies and work, we will support those who are in danger. Because it’s what we need to have hope stay alive.  And someday soon, we will need someone to stand up for us as well. 

Amen.
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