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	Our reading for today comes from Matthew’s Gospel telling of the birth of Jesus. This time, we hear of Jesus’ arrival through the lens of Joseph, the adoptive father. 
	I have this wonderful friend and colleague named Rev. Liddy Barlow. Last summer when I went on pilgrimage in Slovenia where we followed Mary and devotion to Mary throughout an ancient pilgrim path in Slovenia, Liddy was one of my fellow pilgrims. Liddy is brilliant, funny, kind and curious about life. When we went to Slovenia, Liddy arranged a visit one day before our pilgrimage to meet a distant cousin as she is half Slovenian and we had lunch with him in a charming farm restaurant and then visited the Museum of Christian History in Slovenia. It was so impressive.  When I tell you that Liddy is someone, I trust to uncover facts about the lectionary text that I have never encountered before, believe me. She is someone who studies deeply and writes in ways that break open the Scriptures to new understanding.
	Today, we are learning Joseph’s side of the story. Liddy invites us to see how birthing takes a village. We know that Mary had the most difficult part, she had to give birth to Jesus in a manger. But Joseph, he has a special role as the birth partner. When we present a Christmas pageant, we depict Mary as surrounded by angels, animals, Joseph, and soon shepherd and sheep. There is a village coming in crowding to the site of the birth of Jesus to love Mary and Joseph and offer support.
	At first, the depiction from Matthew seems kind of patriarchal, but Barlow invites us to look again. Joseph is afraid when he discovers his fiancée is pregnant when they have never been together. And yet, even in the beginning, he wants to protect Mary. He loves her. He honors her. And he wants to shield her from anything that might harm her. And then “an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) Something important happens when Joseph listens to the angels. He takes a stand and becomes Mary’s number one supporter and birth partner. He won’t step back or set her aside. He will step up and father up! Joseph offers this child a name that carries rich and prophetic history.
	Liddy Barlow shares about the historic aspect of the name Jesus in her letter in December 2025 of the Christian Century about the popularity of the name “Jesus” in the Greek or “Yeshua” in the Aramaic. She has this wonderful theme of baby names and why Jesus’ baby name matters so much in her letter in the magazine. Jesus is a name that traces its roots all the way back to the book of Exodus. Did Mary and Joseph wonder if the baby they would name Jesus would follow the example of Joshua’s leadership or if he would learn to lead like Moses? 
	When we name our babies, we think about what the names mean. Joseph did as well. He learned from the angel that this name Jesus means “God saves.” Through the history of the Jewish people, they knew how often God had saved the people of Israel, making a way out of no way through the Red Sea, manna in the wilderness, bringing exiles home. How will this baby named Jesus fulfill the meaning of “God saves?” 
	Barlow tells of how popular the name Jesus was in that year zero of the Common Era. “Mary and Joseph might also have checked the name’s popularity, its ranking on the annual Bethlehem Social Security Administration list. Jesus appeared toward the top of the chart: it was a common name in biblical times, the equal of today’s Liam or Olivia. The first-century historian Josephus mentions 20 different men named Jesus, and Paul sends greetings from a man named Jesus to the Colossian church.
Jesus’ name would not be unique and dazzling, a name that nobody had heard before. He would have an ordinary, everyday name, one that dozens of other boys in Nazareth would share. When Mary called, “Jesus, come here!” in the marketplace, a dozen little boys would turn around. When he went to the temple to learn to read and write, there would be a couple other boys named Jesus in his class. This boy would live a life around ordinary, commonplace things—mustard seeds, tax collectors, fishing boats, and his own name—and set them a-shimmer with meaning and value.[footnoteRef:1] [1:   “Name Him Jesus” by Liddy Barlow, Christian Century December 21, 2025 edition. ] 




	The birth itself takes place outside of the Gospel telling of the story, but we do know Joseph took Mary as his wife connecting Jesus to his own family tree through the house of David. Jesus is not an orphan or cast-aside. No, Joseph, links his name to Jesus through the house of David and the whole family of ancestors from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
	This matters because we are all adopted into the family of God. And all of God’s family is cheering us on as we strive to be followers of Christ. When I think about good men who adopted children, gave them their names and never wondered about their role as father, I think about Reed’s dad Cub Baer. When Virgina and Cub could not have their own biological children, they decided to adopt a child.  And when a boy was found that needed adoption, it was not one boy child, but two. There were twin boys who were three months old waiting for a home at the Little Wander’s Orphanage in Chicago and Cub and Ginny took a train out to take these two beautiful boys’ home and love and raise them as their own. Reed’s full name is Robert Reed Baer, with Cub’s first name being Robert. Reed and Brown, the two boys became completely part of their adoptive family, and their family tree traces all along the adoptive line. Just like Jeus on his father Joseph’s side.  We know that God is the one who is the Ultimate Father of Christ, but having a flesh and blood dad who said, I love, you. I’m naming you Jesus and you are forever part of my line made a world of difference in Jesus’ life and ministry. And it makes a world of difference for you and me. 
	How will each of us partner with Joseph and Mary to help bring in Jesus into the world today? Will we love and care for one another? Will we recognize that all of us need a community of folks, a village, to make it?  Let’s see how we be part of the naming, claiming and loving of Jesus this year in a small village on Cape Cod, aware that we are part of a globe that continues to cry out for more love and justice and hope in the world. 
	Come Baby Jesus, come. We are waiting for you. Amen.
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