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“Pray, then, in this way:
Our Father in heaven,
    may your name be revered as holy.
May your kingdom come.
May your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
        as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
        but rescue us from the evil one.
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you”
	Today’s message is a dive into the meaning and background of the prayer we sing each week at the beginning of worship with our children.  The Lord’s Prayer is not an easy prayer, despite the fact that we have committed it to memory and sing it with our children. If we look at it in its entirety it is a neat summary of the entire Christian faith. As a whole, it reminds us that we humans stand in a vulnerable place.  Crisis and uncertainty may surround us, evil may lurk around us. And yet, God is always present. Not just any God, God who Jesus called “Abba” or Father.  A loving Father God who cares for his people. This call to God as “our father” allows us to connect to God as a loving parent and we need never worry that we will lose God’s love for us, his children. While in today’s time, I think we can bring many names to calling the name of God, strong Mother God, warm father God, old, aching God, young growing God, there are many names for God, but today, I am sticking close to the historical text and what Jesus said when he taught the disciples how to pray on the Sermon on the Mount.
	The Lord’s Prayer is not an easy prayer.
	It’s not an easy prayer because it asks us to become different, better, kinder people. 
	It is a prayer for the human condition.
	We tend to want to take things personally, to think it’s all about us, but the Lord’s Prayer 	asks us to see how it goes from the particular of each of our experiences to what it means to be human. It is a prayer for all humanity, across time. That’s why it starts with “Our Father,” not my father. It’s as if we can join in together with Christians across the planet as we pray together using the same words in various languages drawing together to ask for what we need in life, for dignity, for protection from evil.
	It is a prayer to be shared.
	I love how we sing the Lord’s Prayer responsively here at Saturday church. If you are a younger child who cannot read the words in the bulletin yet, you simply sing in response to Steve or the song leader.  It was so adorable last week when one of our four-year old sang “Halloween” be thy name. Why not “Halloween”?  After all, it means hallowed, or blessed be your name.  We sing it our say it out loud as it is a prayer to be shared.
	It is a prayer that gives us courage.
	Saying our prayers out loud, collectively, helps give us courage. It helped the early Christians, Jewish followers of Jesus and has helped out Christians for over two thousand years to figure out how to follow what God longs for us to do with our lives.
	If we take the prayer apart, bit by bit, most of it is found in the Hebrew scriptures. The most distinct difference is that it begins with “Our Father” using the familiar language of the family to refer to God. This is a prayer about God’s family and it would have sounded shocking to the disciples and early Jewish followers of Jesus as this was very informal in connecting to God. Here God is not “Lord,” “Master” or “Creator.”  God is “Abba, our Father.” And in the Gospel of John at the resurrection Jesus said, “I am ascending to my father and your father” connecting the ones who followed him then and all Christians who have followed thereafter that Jesus’ beloved Father, his Abba, is also our Father, a Parent who loves us unconditionally and eternally.  And yet, Jesus’ familial relationship with God, His Father, isn’t one that remains stuck or childish. We remember that Jesus was free to take risks, experience temptation, and even at the end of his life, on the cross, he said, “Father into your hands I commend my spirit.”  
With that image in mind, let us hold onto the power of beginning the Lord’s Prayer with “Our Father” as we are invited into the genealogy of the family of God. 
	And where is God? In heaven. Paul reminds us that while we may dwell for a while on Earth, our citizenship is in heaven. 
	Hallowed Be Thy Name
	When one of our children sings “Halloween” be thy name, we are reminded that God is hallow, immense, powerful beyond our imagination. Halloween isn’t so off when we think about what Halloween was about historically connecting up the living with the dead. The Hallowing of God reminds us that we should approach God with a bit of fear and trembling, and yet, Jesus taught us to begin with the intimate, loving connecting word for God, “Our Father/Abba.” 
	Thy kingdom come.
	This call to God’s kingdom reminds us we are called to see how God is in charge. We are called to let the world be opened to God’s love everywhere. Nowhere is separate from the love of God. And we are called to see how to be builders of God’s kingdom, to let God shine through in the ways we live and move and have our being.
	Thy will be done.
This line is parallel to thy kingdom come following the patterns of Hebrew poetry, when we say that, we ask that the entire universe reflect back God’s beauty and glory and diversity. We sing our praises to the universe asking that we can become a part of the universal rhythms of life on going across the heavens and earth. 
	Give us our daily bread.
	So, what is our daily bread? Is it the food we need to survive for today, or could it be so much more? It could mean “give us now a taste of the bread we shall eat in the Kingdom of God?” And we are reminded to see how our daily bread connects us to Communion. When we eat this bread, we remember Jesus’ life and lessons and are reminded that through him we will never be hungry for the love of God.  This is a foretaste of heaven. When Suzanne made homemade Challah, warm from the oven last week, it was easier to imagine that is what the bread of heaven might taste like. There are so many layers to what the bread, our daily bread, actually means. 
	And forgive us our sins or trespasses.
This might be the most difficult part of the Lord’s Prayer to practice. How do we forgive?  What about when we don’t want to or aren’t ready to forgive? And when we struggle to think about how we can forgive others and ourselves, we can be encouraged by Jesus who taught us that 
	Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.
We must begin by understanding what this meant in the context of Jesus’ day. Jesus was teaching his disciples, aware that he was in the midst of a great time of trial.  “And Jesus says to us, don't assume you know the answer to that sort of question. Don't assume you know how much you're capable of. Pray that when the time of trial comes, when things get really difficult, you will have the resource to meet it.”[footnoteRef:1] This is a great prayer to pray because we don’t know how we will survive the most difficult of times. Originally evil referred to the Evil One or the Devil, the enemy of humanity, but however you understand evil, I think most of us recognize that there is evil in our world today. The evils that harm us and are antithetical to that which is love in the world. We long for a world without evil or hate. We long for a world free to love and radical inclusivity.  [1: I would like to acknowledge the former Archbishop of Canterbury the Most Rev. Richard Rowan who informed a deeper understanding of the Lord’s Prayer for this sermon.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/prayer/lordsprayer_1.shtml

] 

	So, remember these deep connections to the history of the Lord’s Prayer each week when we sing our song with the congregation. We are part of over two thousand years of Christians praying and connecting across time and space standing in the need of prayer. 
	I would love it if you would join us in singing, “It’s Me, It’s Me O Lord, Standing in the Need of Prayer.” Amen.
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