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Benjamin Franklin is famous for many reasons, including a witty line he wrote in a 1789 letter to the French scientist Jean-Baptiste Le Roy: “In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.”

Old Ben had it right. We are all very much “on the clock”; we all have been stamped with an unreadable date of expiration. It is not something we like to think about – after all, denial can go a long way. As comedian Woody Allen quipped, “I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work. I want to achieve it through not dying.”

Part of this can stem, naturally, from a fear of dying. Again, from Woody Allen: “I’m not afraid of death; I just don’t want to be there when it happens.”

Unfortunately, this denial and fear can lead us away from living as we want, as long as we want. When we neglect to plan for the inevitable, we can ensure that our wishes may not be respected when we are no longer in the position to make our wishes known. Doctors, insurance companies, even the government may decide how our last days/weeks/months or longer go.

Today we are blessed to hear perspectives on these issues from two people who have been in the trenches with patients for many years. First we will hear from Matt Tooker, a long-time member of this congregation, who has 40 years of experience in the field, and who is now at Cape Cod Hospital as a nurse practitioner specialist.
----------
	     Rev. Mary Joyce Hansen is an ordained minister in the Lutheran Church, past Protestant Chaplain at Cape Cod Hospital and then at Falmouth Hospital, hospice chaplain and VNA Hospice Bereavement Coordinator. I first met Mary when she was the chaplain at Cape Cod Hospital, and back in 2020 we first planned this service. Then COVID got in the way. I was delighted that when I proposed we again take up this service, she hopped right on board. So thank you, Mary, and welcome.
------------------
Thank you, Matt and Mary, for those insights into how we might plan for the inevitable, how we might communicate our wishes, how all this can be something not morbid but instead life-affirming.

I believe that there are many ways to think about all this, practical ways which are just as helpful to those without faith as to the believer. And yet those with faith can contemplate these things with the assurance and comfort that death is not the end, that the love of God endures, that God has a surprise in store for us beyond our wildest imaginings. As Paul the Apostle wrote in his First letter to the Corinthians, 

“What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
	“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
	Where, O death, is your victory?
	Where, O death, is your sting?” 

Those who can contemplate death through the prism of faith believe that the end is not the end, that there is something more to look forward to, that the God who in love created them and walked with them their whole life long will not abandon them at the last, but instead will welcome them home to that undiscovered country where tears will be no more and all shall be gathered in peace.

I close where I began, with Ben Franklin, who proposed his own epitaph, one that reflected a belief that death was not an ending, but a new, improved beginning:

“The Body of B. Franklin, Printer;
Like the Cover of an old Book,
Its Contents torn out,
And stript of its Lettering and Gilding,
Lies here, Food for Worms.
But the Work shall not be wholly lost:
For it will, as he believed, appear once more
In a new and more elegant Edition,
Revised and corrected
By the Author.”
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