“Who Is This Man, and Why Is He Smiling?
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 Text: John 21:1-14
Reed Baer West Parish of Barnstable

Introduction to Scripture
	Today’s reading from The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John is the final resurrection account in John’s gospel. The risen Christ has already revealed himself to his followers twice, and this time finds them back in Galilee, back where he had first called the disciples, many of whom were fishermen. 
-----------
	Our Easter message today is at heart a Show and Tell, in honor of all our children here today, as well as everyone who was once a child. Because who doesn’t love Show and Tell?

	On the cover of your bulletin is a copy of this painting, one which hangs outside the pastor’s study over in Jenkins Hall, right in the hallway the Family School students walk by at least a couple times each day. It is titled “The Risen Christ by the Sea.” 

	Now of course in Biblical times, in the time of Jesus and the early church, there was no photography, and for that matter, no portraiture as we understand it. In short, we don’t have a photo or picture of Jesus that was done at the time, which leaves artists lots of room to imagine what Jesus looked like, and to place Jesus in a setting of their choosing. Some portray Jesus on the cross; others, Jesus praying in the garden; still others, riding a donkey into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Jesus is often portrayed in the skin tone of the painter’s culture, but of course we know that Jesus was likely a person of color, with the weathered, tanned skin of the people of Israel in the first millenium.

	I believe this painting wonderfully captures John’s account of the resurrected Jesus meeting the disciples along the Sea of Galilee, even if the painter gets Jesus’ skin tone wrong.. Why is he smiling? Of course he is smiling because he is reunited once again with his longtime friends; he is smiling because he rejoices that in the resurrection the power of death has been defeated; he is smiling because he knows that it is not all about him, but also about the community, a community which in time would grow and be known as the church.

	It is no accident that the painter has prominently included a boat in the background. In Christian iconography, in paintings and stained-glass windows, boats stand in for the church. 

	In the Gospels, Jesus and his disciples are frequently in a boat together. One famous story is when Jesus calms the storm at sea; another is when Peter gets out of the boat and tries to walk on the water, fails, and in the end is restored to the community on the boat. Early Christians saw the boats in these stories as a symbol for the community of believers: the sea represents the chaos, dangers, and troubles of the world, the boat representing the church, and Jesus Christ in the boat represents Christ guiding and protecting the church.

	And so Jesus is inviting us to join him in the boat, but not just any boat – this boat is pointing out to sea, the sails are rigged and ready. The vast quantity of fish in the disciples’ net and the gracious meal of bread and fish show that God’s gifts are available in the risen Christ just as they were in the incarnate Jesus. The point to us is this: the risen Christ, this joy-filled brother who shared with us all our deepest sufferings and sorrows, invites us to join him in his ongoing mission of joyously sharing God’s love for the world. 

In short, get in the boat, and let’s go!

Which is exactly what Ellen, Frank, Laura, Henry, Hope, and Susan have done today—climbing aboard the S. S. West Parish of Barnstable, joining this joyful and slightly unlikely crew who have decided that following our dauntless captain, Jesus the Christ, is the adventure of a lifetime.

But the truth is, that boat in the painting isn’t full yet.
There’s room for more.

Every day the risen Christ still stands on the shoreline of the world—smiling ear to ear, calling out to us the same way he called to those first disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. 	

Not demanding. Not scolding. Just inviting.

So come.

There is work to do. There is love to share. There is a world still hungry for hope.

The sails are raised. The nets are ready. And the captain is waiting.

So climb aboard.
Get in the boat—
and let’s go!
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