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“Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you will know my Father also.”  - John 14:5-7

Does anyone have a map?
Let me begin our message for today with a story about being lost. And, not able to use my printed directions.  Perhaps, you can resonate with this story if you have ever had a time when you were lost. It was a Sunday afternoon, after a full day of spectating on our little Boston Whaler while our son Camden had been racing his little sailboat in a regatta over in South Dartmouth. Reed had to be back in West Barnstable to lead worship, so I was in charge of driving the boat on its trailer home with Camden in the front seat and Lydia in the back. This was before there were GPS available in our cars and in the time when most of us stopped having lots of maps in our glove compartment.

Do any of you remember MapQuest? Where you could go on your computer at home and get directions and print them out to follow on your drive. Well, Reed had carefully printed out the instructions for driving home. But, there were a few challenges that happened along the way. 

First of all, this was my very first time driving a trailer in my life. I did not get how to do it very well. And so, I missed the first turn on the printed-out directions. Now, we were lost. And I wasn’t very good at left turns so I began to only go right until we wound our way through all sorts of neighborhoods in New Bedford, a street festival, some sort of carnival and we were so lost. Finally, we saw two old churches on either side of us with those old-fashioned letter signs telling us that “Jesus saves.” We were sure praying for some help from Jesus to guide us home so we slipped between the two churches and saw a bridge up ahead with a sign that said Fairhaven.  I knew that was the right direction so we crossed the bridge and followed the road into Fairhaven. Luckily, there were some signs to 195 when we entered Fairhaven that pointed the way to get back on to the highway.  I was so nervous driving the boat all the way to Centerville where we keep it for the summer, that I cried when we arrived safely into the parking lot and the kids were safe, and I hadn’t gotten into an accident.  

Maybe you have had an experience of being lost as well.

This spring, the theater kids at Sandwich High School did an amazing production of the musical Dear Evan Hansen. The musical begins with two moms singing a duet about feeling completely lost as they parented some really depressed teenage kids. The writers of the musical describe this song “Does Anybody Have a Map?” as an introduction to the characters and plot. In the song, we are introduced to the main character, a teenager named Evan Hansen and his mother Heidi. Heidi is a single mom, going to law school, and struggling to connect with her son.  The song is a duet and we also hear the voice of another mom, Cynthia, who is struggling to raise her two teenage kids. Both moms take turns singing their concerns and repeat this refrain, 
“Does anybody have a map?
Anybody maybe happen to know how the hell to do this?
I don't know if you can tell
But this is me just pretending to know

So where's the map?
I need a clue
'Cause the scary truth is
I'm flying blind
And I'm making this up as I go[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://genius.com/11474038?
] 


Perhaps you can relate to these two moms who wish there was a map on how to parent teenagers.
Perhaps you have worried about your own kids, or yourself, or other loved ones. And we wonder, does anyone have a map.

This openness to understanding fear of being lost is an excellent way to begin. 

Our scripture lesson for today follows after last’s week’s story where Jesus said I am the vine and I am the Good Shepherd. Jesus is consoling his anxious and heartbroken followers. Why were they so heart-broken?  Well, he just delivered some devastating news where they learn, “I am with you for only a little while longer,” and “where I am going you cannot go.” (John 13:33).  And they find out that one of them, Peter, will deny Jesus.  Morale is low. They are searching for a map forward. And they begin to panic.

In John’s Gospel, there is no Last Supper. Instead, John focuses on how Jesus washed the feet of his disciples’ and delivers what is referred to as the “farewell discourses” where Jesus teaches them how to go on without him.

The poor disciples are so distraught learning that Jesus is leaving them. They had hoped that Jesus would deliver them from all suffering and now he is leaving them. They look around and wonder what shall we do? Thomas has the courage to ask the question everyone is thinking, “How can we know the way?” (John 14:5) 

This question, and Jesus’ response to the panicked disciples is not a lecture on who will go to heaven. Instead, Jesus is calmly, gently reminding them that he will never leave them.  Although, soon, he will no longer be there in his body. Kindly, calmly, Jesus responds to Philip’s fearful inquiry, “show us to the Father.” As if Jesus can print out directions to God’s house. Jesus describes God’s house as a mansion with many rooms. 
And then he reminds them that they already know the map to take. He says, “You already know the Way! You know the Way we’ve been traveling, the Truth we’ve been learning, the Life we’ve been living — so just keep going, and when you do, I’ll be right there with you, because I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. I’m not merely your guide; I am the Way. So, keep going and learning and living toward God, and we’ll be together as you go…
The Way is God, Logos. 
He teaches the disciples that if they want to follow in his Way, to use the map he has created, what they must do is this. they must follow the new commandment he has given them, “that they love one another.”  Nowhere does this say punish or place anyone above another.
He encourages them to stop worrying. “Don’t worry. Just keep following my instruction, walking in the Way, and I’ll be with you. In fact, our companionship will be closer than ever. Today we walk side by side — but in the days to come I will live in you, and you in me. Today, you walk in my footsteps — but in the days to come you will walk, so to speak, ‘in my feet, ‘and I will walk in yours. You will be my body, my hands and feet and word for a world that needs healing and justice and good news. You see? I’m not abandoning you. On the contrary, I will abide in you, and you will abide in me (John 15:4). I will not leave you orphaned! (John 14:18).
Jesus wants them to keep going. He has left them with a map, it is the Way. The Way of Christ. Following this path of love for one another will lead to peace. 
What does this map mean for us today? How are we to keep following the one who says I am the Way, the Truth and the Life?
Jesus abides in us and in all those we meet. When we look around, will we see the face of God in those we meet? For God loves all of us. May we keep following that map that Jesus gave us to love one another.  Aware that each of us can help others along the way, especially those of us who are lost. Amen.
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