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Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?
 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” Luke 17:17-19


		Today’s theme is on gratitude shared by a man, an outsider, a Samaritan to Jesus after he was healed. Let’s begin with a few stories where I was a stranger in far off lands and then I invite you to look back to when you needed help as you traveled in this country or abroad. Our gratitude for the kindness of strangers increases the farther we are from the safety and familiarity of home. 
		The first memory I want to share is of my trip to El Salvador in college with my then boyfriend to visit his family as I was doing research on Salvadoran women’s history by interviewing women about how they experienced the past, and the present. I would not have been welcome nor safe in that community without the wide welcome provided by his aunt who opened her home. We paid for our food, but she prepared meals for us and connected us up to the wider community. I felt so blessed by their welcome.
		One particularly hot day, we were walking in the streets to go visit a neighbor and I started to feel very poorly due to heat exhaustion. They did not have air conditioning in his village back then and so the wonderful woman who welcomed us into her house took me to the back stone patio where they have a reservoir of water in case the water is shut off due to frequent electricity outages.   She grabbed a bucket, told me to bend my head over and poured water on my head. Immediately, the cooler water lowered my body temperature, and I sat down and rested, sipped something to drink and rested. Because of her hospitality and willingness to assist me in my distress, I was so grateful. Nothing felt familiar. And it was so wonderful to have a neighbor help me out, so I didn’t pass out. My gratitude for their kindness remains to this day.
		The second memory I want to share about being a stranger in a foreign country was when Reed and I were in Sri Lanka and staying at the bishop’s house in Jaffna. The country was so different from the United States and we would never have been able to figure out how to do anything in Jaffna without the bishop and the priests who helped orient us to what was going on in their country and how our church’s partnership with them to help build a church and a women’s vocational center and parsonage meant so much to a small community trying to recover in the midst of a civil war. We were invited as honored guests to attend the prize giving ceremony for the girl’s school and I didn’t have anything appropriate to wear for the formality of the event. The bishop’s wife blessed me with one of her saris.  Now saris require a lot of skill to wrap so she had two women come in and dress me so that I would look the part and be ready to witness the wonderful accomplishments of the students at the girl’s school. What gratitude I had for her generosity to make me feel included, dressed to belong and then after the event she gifted me with that sari. What a blessing indeed!
		In the very early morning hours, at sunrise, we would go walking with the bishop along the rice patty.  He used his staff to scare off any snakes and once again, Reed and I were made aware how much we needed the assistance of locals to help us as we were foreigners far from home. 	
		The third memory I will share is of visiting our eldest daughter Katie and her then boyfriend, now husband Chris, in London. While we were staying with family, trying to figure out how to navigate the tube, the subway system with intricate patterns and cavernous escalators going deep underneath the city, we were so grateful to have Katie and Chris helping to load our cards to tap into the Tube, pointing us in the right direction and orienting us from place to place as we moved from airport to tourist destinations. There is something so gratifying about having folks who will make sure you are safe when you are far from home and unsure of what to do.
	
		In today’s scripture lesson from Luke chapter 17, we find Jesus on the homestretch on his last bit into Jerusalem before his crucifixion. He is also a stranger in a strange land. He finds himself in the border lands between Jewish territory and Samaritan territory. And in this border land, there is danger. A group of ten people call out to him from distance, according to custom, from the bottom of stone hiding place in an area called Burqin. In researching about this liminal space where the lepers lived, MaryAnn McKibben Dana, editor of the Christian Century, describes a space apart, a cave where those living with leprosy were kept apart from the local community. 
		In this cave, they were ignored and isolated for years. And yet, when Jesus walks by, he hears their cries. And he tells them to go to the priests. Jesus does not heal them in this story. He sends them to the priests and on the way, they are made clean, restored from the horrible condition they had lived in for we do not know for how long. 
		We don’t know how long they had lived in that cave. But one man, turns back around and returns to Jesus in gratitude. He is a Samaritan, a foreigner, one who does not fit in, even if his leprosy is cured, and he is the one who returns to Jesus with shouts of gratitude, kneeling and kissing his feet. 
		The Samaritan man was bold. He goes the opposite direction from the other nine who go to the priests to be healed. He returns and kneeling at Jesus’ feet in gratitude Jesus responds with joy, that 17-19 Jesus said, “Were not ten healed? Where are the nine? Can none be found to come back and give glory to God except this outsider?” Then he said to him, “Get up. On your way. Your faith has healed and saved you.” (Luke 19:11-19)
	You see, the Samaritan man came back to say thank you and praised Jesus for his healing. What a model of gratitude for all of us.
		When things go well in our lives, let us learn to stop, pivot and give thanks. It’s ok to also plea for help when we struggle. Our lesson begins with illness, isolation and despair. The ten lepers pleaded for help. What we can do when we are healed is say thank you.
	Here the Samaritan, an outsider, had a loud courage to return to Jesus and kneel at his feet to say thank you for making him well.  Jesus reminds him that it wasn’t Jesus, it was his faith. 

		As we consider how today’s lesson can inform our lives and how we live, let us lean into increasing our sense of gratitude.  In the case of the Samaritan, it was his faith which saved him. His faith in God helped make him whole.  When we lean into gratitude, when we thank those who help us along our way, we are transformed and so are those who receive our gratitude. Wouldn’t the world be a more hopeful place if it was filled with more gratitude and love?
The commandment to love one another as we love ourselves requires that we are grateful for those who we even formerly considered an enemy. The Samaritan man becomes the one who embodies gratitude and filled with faith that makes him well.
		
		We are encouraged to have the faith of the Samaritan man who embraced Jesus, and his faith made him whole. We are encouraged to see how we belong to the world, and we must learn to accept and learn from the diversity of the world. No one is separate from the love of God.
	
		May we have the courage and gratitude of the Samaritan man when we praise God knowing that there are no outsiders, no strangers, no one who is not embraced by the love of God. We are called to be ones who love and say thank you during conflict. For we can be the embodiment of what the world needs for hope, for healing and for the future.
	
		Remember the times when you went out into the world and someone helped you. Think about how others have sheltered you. And now may we return that shelter and love with a renewed sense of gratitude. The world may say there isn’t enough, but Jesus shows us what it means to say there is enough. We will shine through with gratitude and love one another.  In hope, in faith and gratitude, let us persist. Blessed to be blessings and striving to have faith and gratitude. Amen.
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