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Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?”
Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s Light.” John 9:1-5
	I love the lyrics to our Special Song by Hank Williams. “Just like a blind man, I wandered along/ Worries and fears I claimed for my own /Then like the blind man that God gave back his sight/ Praise the Lord, I saw the light.” 
	Today we are studying one of Jesus’ healing stories from the Gospel according to John. We begin with Jesus walking down the street and encountering a man blind from birth. I don’t know why the disciples get it so wrong when they ask Jesus the question “Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents causing him to be born blind?” Jesus rejects the entire premise of this question. There is no relationship between this man’s blindness and sin. Jesus insists that God does not make people sick in order to punish them for wrongdoing. 
	Jesus asks them to rethink their judgmental ways. He responds, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as I am in the world, there will be plenty of light. I am the world’s Light.” (John 9:3-5)
	And then he spits in the dust and makes a clay paste and rubs the paste on the blind man’s eyes. He sends him to wash his eyes in the pool at Siloam and the man is healed. This is similar to baptism.  Jesus is quietly asking this man to become an apostle, to tell the world of the goodness of vision and healing made possible by Jesus’ love and actions. 
	In this story, Jesus sees the blind man for who he is. In his community, he is seen as contaminated and a burden, less then human in fact. They fear that they will contract Blindness from being around him. When his sight is restored, the community doesn’t see him for who he is. They continue to see him as Blindness. They do not want to recognize him. 
	Why are the people so afraid of the blind man, even as he is healed? Perhaps it is fear. Here is how Debbie Thomas explains this fear of healing. “A fear so primal and so deep, it drives away all compassion, all empathy, all tenderness, all sense of kinship.  If the man’s blindness isn’t a punishment for sin, then what does that mean about how the world works?  Anyone might get sick, or suffer from a disability, or face years of undeserved pain and suffering for no discernible reason whatsoever.  That wouldn’t be fair — would it?  That would be a version of reality the good religious folks can’t control.  A terrifying, destabilizing version.  Who among us can bear to surrender the illusion of control?
Not only does the community’s legalistic approach to faith prevent them from seeing the healed man; it also prevents them from seeing God’s love and power at work in their midst.  No one in the story rejoices when the man is healed.  No one – not even the man’s parents — expresses joy, or wonder, or gratitude, or awe.   No one says, “I am so happy for you!” or asks, “What is it like to see for the first time?  Does the sunlight hurt your eyes?  What are you excited to look at first?”
Instead, the community responds with contempt, its need to preserve its own sense of righteousness more important than celebrating a fellow human being’s restoration to life.  “The place where we are right,” the poem says, is “hard and trampled like a yard.”  Hard and cynical.  Hard and suspicious.  Hard and stingy.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/2570-now-i-see
] 

	So, what is required to really see?
	Perhaps it will take all of us to be willing to be open, to soften our hearts, to remain curious. We know that even the disciples who walked beside Jesus struggled to understand who he was. They try to control Jesus and yet, Jesus keeps opening the doors up for everyone to be seen, to be healed, to find love.
	For our takeaway, let us not point fingers at the Pharisees, his parents, or the disciples. Instead, let us lean into the ways Jesus is the Light of the World, seeing the beauty and affliction we all suffer in this world.
	What shall we do with this parable? How shall we let the light in and love those around us? Let us look to Jesus and be willing to be transformed by love.
	I want to conclude with a poem on darkness and sight by the farmer Wendell Berry. 
To Know the Dark
To go in the dark with a light is to know the light.
To know the dark, go dark. Go without sight,
and find that the dark, too, blooms and sings,
and is traveled by dark feet and dark wings.
	Let us bloom and sing, as Spring begins and we wind our way towards Easter in two weeks. Amen.
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